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LIBRARIANS IN DIFFERENT TYPES OF LIBRARIES

Public

The study of librarianship for public libraries covers issues such as cataloging; collection
development for a diverse community; information literacy; reader development; community
standards; public services-focused librarianship; serving a diverse community of adults,
children, and teens; intellectual freedom; censorship; and legal and budgeting issues.

School

The study of school librarianship covers library services for children in schools up until

(including) university. In some regions, the local government may have stricter standards for
the education and certification of school librarians (who are often considered a special case of
teacher), than for other librarians, and the educational program will include those local
standards. School librarianship may also include issues of intellectual freedom; pedagogy;and
how to build a cooperative curriculum with the teaching staff.

Academic

The study of academic librarianship covers library services for colleges and universities. Issues
of special importance to the field may include copyright; technology, digital libraries, and
digital repositories; academic freedom; open access to scholarly works; as well as specialized
knowledge of subject areas important to the institution and the relevant reference works.

Some academic librarians are considered faculty, and hold similar academic ranks as
professors, while others are not. In either case, the minimal qualification is a Master's degree
in Library Studies or Library Science, and, in some cases, a Master's degree in another field.
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Archives

The study of archives covers the training of archivists, librarians specially trained to maintain
and build archives of records intended for historical preservation. Special issues include
physical preservation of materials and mass deacidification; specialist catalogs; solo work;
access; and appraisal. Many archivists are also trained historians specializing in the period
covered by the archive.

Special

Special librarians include almost any other form of librarianship, including those who serve
in medical libraries (and hospitals or medical schools), corporations, news agency libraries,
or other special collections. The issues at these libraries will be specific to the industries they
inhabit, but may include solo work; corporate financing; specialized collection development;
and extensive self-promotion to potential patrons.

Preservation

Preservation librarians most often work in academic libraries. Their focus is on the
management of preservation activities that seek to maintain access to content within books,
manuscripts, archival materials, and other library resources. Examples of activities managed
by preservation librarians include binding, conservation, digital and analog reformatting,
digital preservation, and environmental monitoring.

Theory and practice

Many practicing librarians do not contribute to LIS scholarship, but focus on daily operations
within their own libraries or library systems. Other practicing librarians, particularly in
academic libraries, do perform original scholarly LIS research and contribute to the academic
end of the field.

On this basis, it has sometimes been proposed that LIS is distinct from librarianship, in a way
analogous to the difference between medicine and doctoring. In this view, librarianship, the
application of library science, would comprise the practical services rendered by librarians in
their day-to-day attempts to meet the needs of library patrons.

Whether or not individual professional librarians contribute to scholarly research and
publication, many are involved with and contribute to the advancement of the profession and
of library science and information science through local, state, regional, national and
international library or information organizations.

Other uses of these terms do not make the distinction and treat them as synonyms.
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Powell's widely used introductory textbook does not make a formal distinction, but its
bibliography uses the word librarianship as the heading for articles about the library
profession.

Library science is very closely related to issues of knowledge organization, however the latter
is a broader term which covers how knowledge is represented and stored (computer
science/linguistics), how it might be automatically processed (artificial intelligence), and how
it is organized outside the library in global systems such as the internet. In addition, library
science typically refers to a specific community engaged in managing holdings as they are
found in university and government libraries, while knowledge organization in general refers
to this and also to other communities (such as publishers) and other systems (such as the
Internet). The Library system is thus one socio-technical structure for knowledgeorganization.

CURRENT ISSUES IN LIS

Education for librarianship
Information policy

Information communication technologies (ICT's)
Information Society

Equity of Access

Sustainability and ICT's

Children's Internet Protection Act
Censorship

Information explosion

Information literacy

Government Information

Decreased funding for established libraries
Copyright

Intellectual property rights
Intellectual freedom

Digital divide

Open access (publishing)

Patriot Act

Public lending right

Slow fires

Serials crisis

Current digital/scanning technologies
Remote access
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Technical handbooks and guides

o List of Technical Handbooks and Guides for Librarians
o E-books for librarians and archivists
e The Oxford Guide to Library Research (2005) - ISBN 0195189981

LIBRARY

A library is a collection of sources, resources, and services, and the structure in which it is
housed,; it is organized for use and maintained by a public body, an institution, or a private
individual. In the more traditional sense, a library is a collection of books. It can mean the
collection, the building or room that houses such a collection, or both. The term "library™ has
itself acquired a secondary meaning: "a collection of useful material for common use,” and in
this sense is used in fields such as computer science, mathematics, statistics, electronics and
biology.

Public and institutional collections and services may be intended for use by people who choose
not to — or cannot afford to — purchase an extensive collection themselves, whoneed
material no individual can reasonably be expected to have, or who require professional
assistance with their research. In addition to providing materials, libraries also provide the
services of librarians who are experts at finding and organizing information and at interpreting
information needs.

However, with the sets and collection of media and of media other than books for storing
information, many libraries are now also repositories and access points for maps, prints, or
other documents and various storage media such as microform (microfilm/microfiche), audio
tapes, CDs, cassettes, videotapes, and DVDs. Libraries may also provide public facilities to
access subscription databases and the Internet.

Thus, modern libraries are increasingly being redefined as places to get unrestricted access to
information in many formats and from many sources. They are understood as extending beyond
the physical walls of a building, by including material accessible by electronic means,and by
providing the assistance of librarians in navigating and analyzing tremendous amounts of
knowledge with a variety of digital tools.

TYPES OF LIBRARIES
Libraries can be divided into categories by several methods:
by the entity (institution, municipality, or corporate body) that supports or perpetuates them

o academic libraries
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corporate libraries

government libraries, such as national libraries
historical society libraries

private libraries

public libraries

school libraries

special libraries

by the type of documents or materials they hold

data libraries

digital libraries

picture (photograph) libraries
slide libraries

tool libraries

by the subject matter of documents they hold

o architecture libraries
o fine arts libraries

o law libraries

o medical libraries

O

theological libraries (See: Theological Libraries and Librarianship)

by the users they serve

o military communities
o users who are blind or visually/physically handicapped (see National Library
Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped)

by traditional professional divisions

o Academic libraries — These libraries are located on the campuses of colleges

and universities and serve primarily the students and faculty of that and other
academic institutions. Some academic libraries, especially those at public
institutions, are accessible to members of the general public in whole or in
part.
Public libraries or public lending libraries — These libraries provide service to
the general public and make at least some of their books available for
borrowing, so that readers may use them at home over a period of days or weeks.
Typically, libraries issue library cards to community members wishing to
borrow books. Many public libraries also serve as community organizations
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that provide free services and events to the public, such as reading groups and
toddler story time.

Research libraries — These libraries are intended for supporting scholarly
research, and therefore maintain permanent collections and attempt to provide
access to all necessary material. Research libraries are most often academic
libraries or national libraries, but many large special libraries have research
libraries within their special field and a very few of the largest public libraries
also serve as research libraries.

School libraries — Most public and private primary and secondary schools have
libraries designed to support the school's curriculum.

Special libraries — All other libraries fall into this category. Many private
businesses and public organizations, including hospitals, museums, research
laboratories, law firms, and many government departments and agencies,
maintain their own libraries for the use of their employees in doing specialized
research related to their work. Special libraries may or may not be accessible
to some identified part of the general public. Branches of a large academic or
research libraries dealing with particular subjects are also usually called "special
libraries": they are generally associated with one or more academic departments.
Special libraries are distinguished from special collections, which are branches
or parts of a library intended for rare books, manuscripts, and similar material.

Many institutions make a distinction between circulating libraries (where materials are
expected and intended to be loaned to patrons, institutions, or other libraries) and collecting
libraries (where the materials are selected on a basis of their natures or subject matter). Many
modern libraries are a mixture of both, as they contain a general collection for circulation,
and a reference collection which is often more specialized, as well as restricted to the library
premises.

LIBRARIAN

A librarian is an information professional trained in library and information science, which
is the organization and management of information services or materials for those with
information needs. Typically, librarians work in a public or college library, an elementary or
secondary school media center, a library within a business or company, or another information-
provision agency. Some librarians are independent entrepreneurs working as information
specialists, catalogers, indexers and other professional, specialized capacities. Librarians may
be categorized as a public, school, correctional, special, independent or academic librarian.
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